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 In various religions, suicide is a wrong action. The 
phenomenon of suicide is one of the highest causes of 
death worldwide. Not only that, the cause of suicide is 
not only depression, but can also be caused by errors 
in religious interpretation. Radicalism and deviant 
ideology behavior, make individuals take actions that 
violate regulations in the government. The actions 
taken are not only uncomfortable around, but also 
endanger many people and cause casualties. One of 
the most inhumane behaviors is, Suicide Bombing. In 
this study, the researcher used a qualitative research 
method with a literature study approach. Literature 
study is an approach that uses various sources found 
in books, journals, theses, articles, which are relevant 
to the research being studied by the researcher. For 
the theory itself, the researcher studied through Emile 
Durkheim's Suicide theory because it was considered 
relevant to the existing research topic. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
  

Every religious teaching teaches that suicide is wrong. According to WHO data, 

in 2019 around 703,000 people in the world committed suicide. The causes of 

suicide also vary, including: Depression, lack of group integrity, even strong group 

integrity. Various methods are used by each individual to end their own lives. In 

fact, in each religion it is explained that suicide is a wrong activity and is not liked 

by God Almighty. Moreover, this suicide activity is not just because of personal 

problems, suicide is actually used as an arena to show the existence of the group 

they belong to. Through the indoctrination presented by their group, they commit 

suicide under the pretext of defending the teachings they believe in. This itself is a 

radical behavior that is often juxtaposed with religious teachings. These 

perpetrators sometimes use suicide bombs, firearms, etc. with the aim of 
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destroying followers of other religions. The goals vary, some are done on the basis 

of jihad, or dislike of one of the targeted religions. In this case, they often target 

places of worship, state apparatus offices, or houses belonging to adherents of 

other religions as a place to carry out this suicide activity. In fact, in every religion 

we are taught that suicide or killing fellow human beings is wrong and not justified, 

regardless of the reason. 

This misinterpretation and brainwashing carried out by irresponsible people 

has resulted in this becoming a frightening phenomenon in society itself. 

Moreover, this has also contributed to the stigmatization that leads to a particular 

religion. This is what actually becomes a new fear that eventually arises and a sense 

of suspicion in a society. 

In a study conducted by Hendro Wicaksono, he discussed the criminological 

analysis of the suicide bombings in Surabaya. This study tries to explain the causes 

of a series of suicide bombings in Surabaya. This study uses a Qualitative research 

method with a Fishbone and Axes analysis approach. The results found that the 

cause of the suicide bombings in Surabaya when studied using Durkheim's Suicide 

theory is an Altruistic type of suicide. The causes of suicide in the Surabaya 

bombings are varied, including: Internal which includes family and beliefs, and 

External which includes indoctrination and the circle of friendships that are 

owned. (Wicaksono, 2018). 

  

2. RESEARCH METHOD 
 
 In this study, the researcher used the Literature Study research method. 

Literature study itself is a method whose data instruments use books, journals, and 

previous research that is considered relevant to this study. In this case, the 

researcher will describe what needs to be discussed in this study. In addition to 

sources of books, journals and previous studies, researchers also use sources from 

the internet that have validity in their contents. According to Sugiyono (2013), this 

Literature Study has relevance related to theoretical studies and other sources, 

regarding elements, Traditions, and provisions that apply to the conditions of the 

community that is the object of research. Sugiyono also explained, in searching for 

a theory, things that need to be considered in searching for sources are related to 

books and journals. Books and journals are used to obtain validity than the 

theoretical study itself. The better the books and journals used, the better the 

results of the research itself and the validity of the theory. The role of theory in this 

case is also very crucial, because it is closely related to the focus of the research 

itself. In other words, literature studies only focus on studying things that exist in 

the library, without the need to conduct field studies (Zed, 2008: 1-2 in Khatibah, 

2011: 38). 
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3. RESULT AND ANALYSIS 
 
Patterns and Motivations Behind Suicide Bombings 

In the case of the suicide bombing in Surabaya in 2018, it was found that the 

perpetrators used religious motives that were radically exploited as justification 

for violent acts. The action involving one family showed a new pattern, where the 

perpetrators were not only adults, but also children. The main motive was to 

achieve ideological goals by sacrificing themselves for the "success" of a mission 

that was considered sacred. Based on the analysis, the understanding of religious 

radicalism in this case includes deviations from the basic values of religion, where 

the perpetrators manipulated beliefs to rationalize actions that were actually 

contrary to the teachings of compassion and peace. 

The pattern and motivation behind suicide bombings, especially in the 

Surabaya Bombing case, show a complex and layered radicalization process. Based 

on social learning theory, this action is influenced by social learning in the family, 

where extremist values are instilled as a form of religious obedience. Through 

routine interactions with family members who have radical religious 

understandings, children in this case learn and normalize violence as a means of 

achieving spiritual goals. They are indoctrinated to view self-sacrifice as the 

highest form of devotion to faith, even though this understanding is contrary to the 

principles of peaceful and humane religion. By making the family the unit of 

perpetrators, this pattern also shows that radicalization does not only occur 

individually, but also in a collective scope, which is difficult to detect and prevent 

by external parties. 

The main motivation of suicide bombers is usually based on ideological goals 

that are constructed with eschatological doctrines, such as the promise of "heaven" 

or spiritual rewards for jihadists. The theory of relative deprivation explains that 

radical acts such as suicide bombings are often carried out by those who feel 

alienated or marginalized socially and economically, seeking compensation in the 

form of a new existence that is considered meaningful. In this case, the 

perpetrators experience a condition where dissatisfaction or frustration with life 

motivates them to seek satisfaction through an extreme collective identity. This 

identity not only provides a sense of belonging, but also gives them a false moral 

justification for committing violence, believing that the action is part of a sacred 

duty that will eliminate injustice in their lives. 

 

Utilization of the Family as a Unit for Radicalism 

 The use of the family as a unit of radicalism shows that radicalization can occur 

in the domestic sphere, where the family acts as a social agent that internalizes 

radical ideological values in its members. Albert Bandura's social learning theory 

is relevant in explaining this process, where individuals, especially children, learn 

through observation, imitation, and direct interaction with family members who 
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have radical views. In the context of radicalization, children in a family 

environment that practices extremist values will adopt the same attitude because 

they see radical behavior as the norm. Parents, who are usually the main role 

models in the family, use their position to instill extreme ideology in their children, 

creating a "closed system" that does not provide space for different or moderate 

perspectives. This process strengthens radical beliefs and makes the entire family 

a unit of perpetrators of terror acts, as seen in the case of the suicide bombing in 

Surabaya, where one family took part in the terror attack. 

 In addition, the theory of intergenerational transmission is also relevant in 

analyzing this phenomenon, which shows that values, beliefs, and behaviors can 

be transmitted across generations in a family. Radical values instilled by parents 

in children will continue to take root, complicating deradicalization efforts in the 

next generation. When children grow up in an environment that emphasizes 

militancy as the “correct” form of religious expression, they will see violence as a 

legitimate means to achieve ideological goals. Because radicalization in families 

includes emotional aspects and strong family ties, deradicalization becomes even 

more challenging. Thus, understanding the role of the family as a unit of radicalism 

is important for designing effective deradicalization programs, which not only 

target individuals but also target interventions at the family level and the wider 

social environment. 

 

The Role of Social Media in the Spread of Radical Ideology 

 Social media plays a very significant role in the spread of radical ideology 

because of its open nature and easy access to various groups. Based on the Social 

Identity Theory of Henri Tajfel and John Turner, social media provides a platform 

where individuals can find communities with similar thoughts, which then form a 

strong and exclusive group identity (Tajfel & Turner, 1979). Individuals who feel 

alienated or dissatisfied with their social lives tend to seek affiliation with radical 

groups that can provide a sense of togetherness and meaning in their lives. This 

condition is further exacerbated by social media algorithms that often recommend 

content that is relevant to the interests of users, thereby increasing exposure to 

radical ideology and forming an echo chamber that is difficult for moderate 

thinking to penetrate. 

 In addition, social media facilitates the spread of propaganda content packaged 

in an interesting and easy-to-understand narrative. According to Erving Goffman's 

Framing theory, radicals use social media to organize their narratives, highlight 

social injustice and utilize religious sentiments to create a 'frame' that violent 

actions are a legitimate form of struggle (Goffman, 1974). Radicals use videos, 

images, and emotional messages to attract the attention of vulnerable individuals 

and convince them that violence is the answer to the oppression they feel. This 

shows that social media is not only a communication channel, but also a space that 
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facilitates ideological radicalization and forms a false understanding of violence as 

a legitimate solution in ideological struggles. 

 

Prevention and Deradicalization Strategy 

 Countermeasures and deradicalization strategies require a holistic and 

integrated approach, considering the complexity of the motives and factors that 

drive radicalism. Based on Strain theory by Robert K. Merton, social pressures, 

such as economic dissatisfaction and feelings of marginalization, are the main 

factors that drive individuals to adopt deviant actions, including effective religious 

radicalism in deradicalization must involve economic support, increasing 

moderate religious literacy, and social empowerment programs to reduce 

pressure that can trigger individuals to choose extreme paths. On the other hand, 

Albert Bandura's Social Learning theory explains how individuals learn and adopt 

radical behavior through social influences in their environment. Therefore, 

involving the community, either through educational activities or empowerment, 

will be an important preventive step in minimizing the transmission of radical 

ideology at the community level.  

 Furthermore, social media-based deradicalization strategies are also important 

considering the major role of digital platforms in spreading radical ideology. Based 

on George Gerbner's Cultivation theory, the media plays a role in shaping the social 

reality believed by individuals through consistent exposure. In the context of 

media content and counter-radicalism campaigns on social media, it is necessary 

to strengthen it to cut off access to extremist content that can influence individual 

perceptions. Implementing a deradicalization program integrated with a 

communication strategy on social media, such as a positive campaign that 

promotes the values of tolerance and diversity, can reduce the impact of negative 

influences that arise from radical content. This strategy strengthens early on and 

ensures that moderate values are more widely accessed and used as references by 

the wider community. 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

 
 Radicalism that leads to suicide bombings is not the right action in religion or 

society. This action does not only harm 1 party, but many other parties are harmed 

by it. Therefore, filtering various information in the current era of globalization is 

certainly very important. Given, information about radicalism is easy to develop 

very quickly. In addition, finding the best teacher in teaching about religion is also 

important, so as not to be indoctrinated by good teachings. Teachings that are not 

justified in religion are actually justified. Finding the right teacher also makes us 

more able to stay away from such radicalism and helps us to become better people 

than before. 
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