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 This study aims to determine the implementation of 

character education through positive school culture in 

elementary schools. In schools, students do not only gain 

knowledge but are also equipped with values, rules, 

manners, and cultural customs. School culture is the 

atmosphere of life in the school environment where all 

school residents, including students, educators, 

counselors, and staff interact and work together. Good 

character education aims to change individuals to be 

better. Without a good school culture, it will be difficult 

to realize positive character education for students. By 

using the systematic literature review (SLR) method, a 

literature review method that identifies, examines, 

evaluates, and interprets all available research. 

Furthermore, an article review was carried out by 

reading the entire contents of the article which aims to see 

the suitability with the research topic and obtained 4 

articles that are relevant to the research topic. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
  

Indonesia consists of various tribes and cultures that differ in each region (Hidayah, 

2020; Suhendar et al., 2023). These differences can be seen from their daily behavior and 

actions. This also applies to students, in schools, students do not only gain knowledge but 

are also equipped with values, rules, manners, and cultural customs (Gamage et al., 2021; 

Dalimunthe et al., 2024). Culture cannot be separated from education because culture is 

the basis of education. Culture in education concerns values, norms and behavior , with 

http://aspublisher.co.id/index.php/cakrawala/index
mailto:kharisma05azizah@gmail.uns.ac.id
http://aspublisher.co.id/index.php/cakrawala
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


  E-ISSN 3063-2447                                                                               

 

Cakrawala: Journal of Citizenship Teaching and Learning 

114 

this, schools are expected to be able to create an atmosphere that supports the realization 

of character values in daily actions at school (Hayati & Susatya, 2020). 

School culture is the atmosphere of life in schools and the school environment where 

students interact with each other, educators with educators, counselors with each other, 

administrative staff with each other, and between members of the school community 

(Pradana, 2016; Suhendar & Rambe, 2023). There are many types of cultures in the 

school environment, one of which is social culture, such as relationships between students, 

social inclusion, togetherness, and cooperation in school activities (Lubis et al., 2024). 

The positive impact of this culture is to form a positive school identity, strengthen the 

sense of togetherness of each student. While the negative impact is that some students 

will feel ignored so that it can affect their emotional well-being. 

Good behavioral habits over time will become an integral part of the character of 

students. Character can be interpreted as basic values that shape a person's personality, 

and the environment is one of the important factors in character formation. A person's 

character is seen in their daily behavior (Ningsih et al., 2023; Suhendar & Halimi, 2023). 

Good character education aims to change individuals for the better. Without a good 

school culture, it will be difficult to realize positive character education for students, if the 

school culture is established, anyone who joins the school will directly follow the existing 

traditions or culture. 

Several efforts have been made to address the decline in character attitudes, namely 

focusing on strengthening character education. Through an understanding of school 

culture, various problems that arise in schools can be identified so that they can be 

evaluated immediately (Yaqin & Sholeh, 2022). Each school has unique interactions 

between internal and external components. Therefore, by creating a positive school 

culture, students' characters will be formed well. 

  

2. RESEARCH METHODE 

 

 This article was compiled using the systematic literature review (SLR) method. In 

Indonesian, it is called a systematic literature review, which is a literature review method 

that identifies, examines, evaluates, and interprets all available research (Syuryansyah & 

Habibi, 2024). The search was carried out using Google Scholar. In the initial stage of 

searching for journals with a time limit, namely from 2015 to 2024, which used the 

keywords "Implementation of character education through elementary school culture", 

"Implementation of strengthening student character education in elementary schools", 

"Formation of student discipline character through school culture", and "Strengthening 

Pancasila values in forming school culture character". Then a search was carried out by 

clicking "Related articles" and 13,400 articles were obtained. The next stage was to validate 

the article by eliminating articles based on the title of the article that was in accordance 

with the topic raised. Furthermore, an article review was carried out by reading the entire 

contents of the article which aimed to see the suitability with the research topic and 

obtained a total of 4 articles that were relevant to the research topic. The search procedure 
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for article selection in this study used Preferred reporting items for systematic reviews & 

meta-analyses (PRISMA). 

 

3. RESULT AND ANALYSIS 

 

 Analisis dari 4 artikel ini menjelaskan Implementasi pendidikan karakter melalui 

kultur sekolah positif di sekolah dasar yang ditunjukkan pada tabel berikut. 

No Author 

Journal Name 

(Journal Year, 

Vol, No, Page) 

Objective Results 

1. Indrawati 

Eni 

“Implementation 

of strengthening 

character 

education for 

elementary 

school students 

through school 

culture." Media 

Management 

Education 3.2 

(2020): 163-174. 

The purpose of this 

study was to 

determine how the 

implementation of 

character education 

strengthening through 

school culture, 

obstacles and 

supporters of the 

implementation of 

character education 

strengthening, and 

the results of the 

implementation of 

character education 

strengthening. This 

study used a 

qualitative approach 

and was conducted at 

SD Muhammadiyah 

Al Mujahidin 

Wonosari 

Gunungkidul, in the 

The results of the 

implementation of 

character education from 

this article are that it can 

shape the personality of 

students, have high morals 

and form students who 

have good morals. 
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2018/2019 school 

year.  

2. Muhammad 

Sobri, 

Nursaptini, 

Arif 

Widodo, 

Deni 

Sutisna 

Formation of 

student 

discipline 

character 

through school 

culture. Social 

Harmony: 

Journal of Social 

Studies 

Education, 6(1), 

61-71. 

Aims to explain the 

process of forming 

students' discipline 

character through 

several identifications 

of school culture. 

This research is 

included in 

descriptive research, 

because this research 

only describes and 

depicts the process of 

forming students' 

discipline character 

through several 

identifications of 

school culture. This 

research is qualitative. 

The results obtained 

through in-depth 

observations and interviews 

and documentation of 

students by analyzing 

specific problems around 

the traditions that develop 

around the school where 

the research is conducted 

in order to form students' 

disciplined character to 

then draw general and 

objective conclusions that 

can describe the actual 

problems. 

3. Anisa 

Aprilia, 

Effendi 

Nawawi 

Strengthening 

Pancasila Values 

in Forming 

Student 

Character 

Through School 

Culture. West 

Science 

Community 

Service Journal, 

2(01), 109-120. 

aims to find out how 

the Strengthening of 

Pancasila Values in 

Forming Student 

Character Through 

School Culture 

Education in 

Indonesia currently 

emphasizes 

knowledge and does 

not emphasize 

The results of this study 

were obtained based on 

the results of observations, 

interviews and 

documentation. According 

to the development of 

cultural education and 

national character, 18 

character values are 

formulated to be instilled, 

but researchers only focus 
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character values. 

There needs to be 

habituation and role 

models in forming 

student character. 

The school 

atmosphere that is 

created will have an 

impact on the 

character of students. 

Therefore, with the 

strengthening of 

Pancasila values in 

the formation of 

student character 

through habituation 

and School Culture, 

it is expected to be 

able to improve the 

character of students. 

School culture is 

created so that it can 

create new habits in 

the school 

environment. This 

research method uses 

a descriptive 

qualitative research 

approach.  

on 5 character values. 

According to Robbins 

(Cahyaningrum et al., 

2017) culture can be 

measured based on general 

characteristics such as: 1) 

Individual initiative, 2) 

Tolerance of risky actions, 

3) Direction, 4) 

Integration, 5) Support 

from management, 6) 

Control, 7) Identity, 8) 

Reward system, 9) 

Tolerance of conflict and, 

10) Communication 

patterns. 

4. Pupu 

Fauziah, siti 

Strengthening 

character 

aims to describe the 

conditions of 

The results of the research 

conducted stated that the 
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education 

through school 

culture. Tadbir 

Muwahhid, 5(1). 

strengthening 

character education 

through school 

culture in the 

elementary school. 

The research method 

uses descriptive with 

a qualitative case 

study approach. Data 

collection techniques 

are carried out 

through interviews, 

observations, and 

documentation 

studies. 

elementary school had 

implemented school 

culture to the maximum, 

with the implementation of 

special programs, which 

became the characteristic 

of school culture. 

 

 

 Based on the results of the literature that has been conducted, it is known that the 

character of elementary school students can be formed through school culture or school 

culture. School culture is a set of values that underlie behavior, traditions, daily habits, 

and symbols practiced by the principal, teachers, administrative staff, students and the 

community around the school (Maryamah, 2016). An ideal school is not only a place for 

formal learning, but also a place for developing student character. This is in line with the 

opinion of Pramana and Trihantoyo (2021) who stated that a school is an educational 

organization that must have the ability to adapt to various existing environments, continue 

to grow and develop, and integration carried out internally in the school that allows the 

school to produce groups or individuals who have positive characters. 

 The formation of students' characters can be done by schools, namely through various 

efforts to implement good school culture. Implementation of character education through 

school culture can be done through: 

1. Habituation 

 Habituation is something that is deliberately done repeatedly so that something 

can become a habit (Ahsanulkhaq, 2019; Suhendar et al., 2024). Habituation in 

schools is very important to shape the character of students. Habituation that can 

be done includes habituation of discipline related to discipline in entering school, 

habituation of smiling, greeting, and greeting, habituation of orderly flag 

ceremonies, saluting the red and white flag, habituation of singing national songs, 

habituation of queuing, habituation of arranging sandals, habituation of worship 
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in an orderly manner, habituation of working in groups, habituation of alms, infaq, 

and other habits. 

2. Exemplary 

 Role model is an act of instilling morals by respecting speech, attitudes and 

behavior so that it can be emulated by others (Karso, 2019; Dalimunthe et al., 

2024). Role model that is implemented and accustomed to well from the 

beginning will have an important meaning in shaping the character of  students. 

Role model that can be implemented in shaping the character of students in 

schools is role model in terms of orderly school uniforms, arriving on time at 

school, personal and clothing hygiene, cleanliness of the classroom and school 

environment, green environmental culture, and washing hands with soap. 

3. Literacy 

 Literacy is a person's ability to use potential and skills in processing and 

understanding information when reading and writing (Oktariani and Ekadiansyah, 

2020; Suhendar et al., 2023). One way that can be used to implement character 

education is through literacy activities. Literacy activities can be carried out 15 

minutes before learning activities begin. Characters developed through literacy 

activities include the characters of curiosity, sharing, respecting the opinions of 

others, and responsibility. 

4. Extracurricular 

 Extracurricular activities can be the main value in instilling character education 

for students. Instilling character values in one extracurricular activity with another 

can be different. Extracurricular activities are provided to provide sufficient space 

for students to choose according to their interests and talents. Extracurricular 

activities can implement character education of discipline, independence, and 

responsibility to students. Extracurricular activities that can be implemented in 

schools include scouts, religious fields, sports fields, arts fields, and so on. 

 School culture plays a very important role in instilling character in students. A 

positive school culture that has been formed strongly can be the first step in 

character formation for students and school residents. Character values that can 

be instilled in students from the implementation of school culture are religious, 

tolerance, discipline, hard work, independence, curiosity, national spirit, love of 

the homeland, communicative, fond of reading, caring for the environment, 

responsibility, and so on. This positive culture not only builds good habits, but 

also strengthens the moral values that they will carry into adulthood. This is in line 

with the results of Indrawati's research (2020), which states that the 

implementation of character education through school culture has a positive 

impact, including students becoming pious and pious individuals, having high 

moral integrity, and having noble morals. Therefore, continuing to encourage and 

implement a positive school culture is very important to form a generation with 

superior character and able to contribute positively to society. 
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4. CONCLUSION 

 

Implementation of character education through positive school culture plays an 

important role in shaping the character of students in elementary schools. School culture 

consisting of habits, role models, literacy activities, and extracurricular activities,  is able to 

instill moral and social values in students. Values such as discipline, responsibility, 

religiosity, tolerance and love of the homeland can be effectively instilled through an 

adaptive and integrated school environment. The results of the study show that a positive 

school culture not only builds good habits, but also strengthens the moral integrity and 

good character of students. Thus, schools can be a place that is not only academically 

intelligent, but also forms a generation with superior character, integrity, and is ready to 

face challenges in society. For this reason, the implementation of a positive school culture 

needs to be continuously encouraged as a strategic step in forming students with good 

personalities and able to make positive contributions to their environment. In order for 

the implementation of character education through school culture to be more optimal, 

there are several suggestions, including, involving all elements of the school including 

parents, in building a positive culture to strengthen character values; ensuring consistency 

and sustainability of the designed habituation, role model, literacy, and extracurricular 

programs; conducting regular evaluations of the effectiveness of school culture in shaping 

student character, so that improvements can be made as needed; providing training to 

teachers and school staff to improve understanding and skills in supporting the 

implementation of a positive school culture. 
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